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Abstract

The phenomenon of the occultation of Imam Mahdi (P_BUHI), as one of the
fundamental pillars of Imami Shia thought, has a special place not only in
theological and doctrinal discussions, but also encompasses a wide range of
social, historical and political issues. This doctrine has been explained with
particular complexity and depth within the framework of Imami and non-lmam
Shia beliefs.

This research, in response to the question: How has the Imami Shia sect applied
occultation? Focusing on how the concept of occultation is utilized in non-Imam
Shia sects, examines and analyzes the various Ber_spectlves _and their
heterogeneity that have been raised around this key belief. Examining these
perspectives provides a clear understanding of how the concept of occultation is
interpreted and perceived within various_doctrinal and religious frameworks.
Sects such as: Saba'iyyah, Kaysaniyah, Zaydiyah, Ismailiyyah and Wagifah,
each approach the phenomenon of occultation with their own unique perspective
that is rooted in their history, religious texts and social experiences. This
diversity in perspectives not only contributes to a deeper understanding of the
position and role of Imam Mahdi (PBUH) in Islamic culture, but also reveals the
challenges and opportunities in interreligious and social interactions.

The findings of this study, by analyzing the similarities and differences between
the views of different sects and com_i)aring_them with the reality of the
occultation of Imam Mahdi (PBUH), will provide a deeper and more accurate
understanding of religious interactions among Shiites.

Keywords: Imagery, Shiite sect, non-Imamism, occultation, Mahdism.
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