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Abstract

Discussion concerning the rationale behind the occultation of Imam al-Mahdi
(PBUH) had attracted attention even prior to its occurrence. Accordingly,
numerous narrations from the Ahl al-Bayt (PBUT), reflect this theme under
various titles. In some of these traditions, the appearance of the Imam is
contingent uﬁon “the believers emerging from the loins of the disbelievers”; that
is, some of the faithful supporters of the Imam are destined to be born from the
lineage of disbelievers, and the appearance will be postponed until their birth.
By implication, this notion also points to the underlying reason for the Imam’s
occultation. In the present study, two narrations from Kamal al-Din by Shaykh
al-Sadiiq are examined in detail from both the chain-of-transmission and the
semantic perspectives. Ultimately, based on a reasoned analysis of the
behavioral principles of the Imams, the connection between this theme and the
cause of the occultation of Imam al-Mahdi (PBUH) is elucidated. According to
the findings, the global uprising led by the Imam requires numerous capable and
devoted supporters, who were not available at the beginning of his Imamate;
thus, the Imam resorted to the mechanism of occultation in order to allow time
for the adequate preparation of such supporters—some of whom, as indicated in
these narrations, will emerge from the progeny of disbelievers.

Keywords: Imam al-Mahdi (PBUH), Causes of Occultation, Global Uprising,
Supporters of the Mahdi (PBUH).
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