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Abstract

DesEite the geographical limitation of Ibn Abi Umair’s scholarly activity to
Baghdad and Kufa, his hadith heritage - specifically the case study of narrations
on Mahdism and occultation - spread to distant regions with remarkable speed
and frequency shortly after his death. This observation, in light of two prevailing
assumptions (the notion that the doctrine of occultation was imported by the
Wagqifis and the absence of explicit occultation texts in the works of Imami
scholars during the era of the Imams’ presence (‘asr al-hudur)), necessitates a
meticulous examination of the transmission trajectory of his Mahdist legacy to
assess its historical authenticity. Key factors behind the widespread
dissemination of his heritage include: the travels of some of his most prominent
disciples to Qom, Nishapur, Transoxiana, and Basra; the significant role of
Qom’s scholarly elites among the second generation of his students; and the
pivotal journeys of al-Saduq in preserving and transmitting this legacy. While
the available data on this extensive transmission occasionally encounters
ambiguous links in the chains of narration (asanid), firstly, these ambiguities are
few; secondly, they are explicable; and thirdly, the most critical missing link is
supported by a considerable proportion of other chains of transmission (gasénid).
This analysis of how Ibn Abi Umair’s Mahdist legacy was transmitted not only
clarifies the authenticity of this heritage and addresses existing and potential
doubts but also maps a significant portion of the history of Mahdist hadith from
the 2nd to the 4th centuries(AH).

IC(_eyI’vords: Ibn Abi Umair, Mahdism, Occultation, History of Hadith, Hadith

ircles
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