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Abstract

Numerous verses of the Holy Qur’an have been interpreted, applied, and allegorized
ata’wil regarding Mahdism and the Age of Occultation. Among these are verses 16 and

7 of Surah Al-Hadid. These two verses elucidate a primary factor for transitioning out of
the Age of Occultation, namely, the “heartfelt humility” (Khushoo’ al-Qalb) of the
faithful community. Recognizing the factors of the Reappearance and the causes of the
Occultation is among the duties of the Muntaziran (those who await the Imam). One
significant, %/et unfortunately overlooked, factor for the Reappearance is this state of
humility, which warrants critical examination. This article employs an analytical and
comparative method to study these two verses, demonstrating how this factor brings the
Islamic society closer to the Reappearance of the Imam of the Age (may Allah hasten his
reappearance). The findings of this study, firstly, analyze the role of the believers’
humility in accelerating global transformations toward the Reappearance, and the role of
“hardness of heart” in perpetuating the Occultation, based on five lines of evidence: the
context of revelation (slﬁa’n al-nuzul), the four segments of the verses, internal
intertextual relations, other relevant Quranic verses, and traditions (hadith). Secondly, the
paper explains and analyzes the two divine traditions of “prolongation” (the Occultation)
and “revival” (the Reappearance). These verses unveil a fundamental strategy for the Age
of Occultation; just as the strategy of the Imam of the Age during the Reappearance is the
revival of the earth through justice, the strategy for exiting the Occultation is the heartfelt
humility of the faithful community before God, the Qur’an, and His Proof (Hujjat).
Keywords: Mahdism and Reappearance; Faithful Community; Humility (Khushoo’);
Hardness of Heart (Qasawat al-Qalb); Occultation; The Tradition of Prolongation; The
Tradition of Revival
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