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Abstract

In the works of Shaykh al Tisi, various responsibilities are attributed to Shi’a jurists, such
as implementing legal punishments (hudid), collecting and distributing religious dues,
and explaining and promoting religious teachings. In some of his writings, he discusses
those certain matters - such as judicial authority - are delegated by the Imam to jurists.
Although he does not explicitly state that political governance is entrusted to jurists, it
may be inferred that when he considers the implementation of hudid and other Imam
related duties as responsibilities of the jurist, the matter of governance - which is a right
of the Imam and holds even greater significance - should likewise be entrusted to the
jurist, who is closest to the Imam; otherwise, it would fall into the hands of the
unqualified. From this perspective, one could argue in favor of establishing governance
during the occultation. Since he considers tasks, such as implementing hudud, managing
and allocating religious funds, and explaining and disseminating religious teachings as
duties of the jurist, it logically follows that he would support the establishment of an
Islamic government. As historical evidence suggests, jurists who did not engage in
governmental roles did not possess the authority necessary for implementing hudad or for
widespread propagation of religious teachings. Therefore, accepting such responsibilities
during the occultation would imply not only the permissibility but also the necessity of
forming a government in that era. Nevertheless, it is entirely possible to present an
interpretation contrary to this view.
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