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Abstract

Hebrew-Jewish theology, particularly within the sphere of messianism and specific
readings of the concept of the “Messiah” (Mashiach), has occupied a central position in
shaping certain radical and confrontational interpretations of eschatological salvationism.
Adopting an analytical—critical approach, this article seeks to elucidate the role of Jewish
theology in the process of radicalizing antagonistic messianic movements. The central
research question asks how certain components of Jewish theology, when intertwined
with ethnocentric, territorial, and historicist readings, have contributed to the production
of violent and militant discourses among messianic currents. The findings indicate that
theological elements such as “ethnic chosenness,” “the promise of the Promised Land,”
“the theology of absolute good versus evil,” and “an active and hastened expectation of
the Messiah,” within particular historical and political contexts, have accl,luir_ed the
capacity to function as ideological instruments for justifying violence, excluding the
Other, and Iegitimizing sacred conflict. While distinguishing between classical Jewish
theploFy and later ideological readings, the present study demonstrates that the
radicalization of messianism is not an inherent consequence of belief in eschatological
salvation; rather, it emerges from the conjunction of selective theology with crisis-
generating socio-political conditions. The study ultimately underscores the necessity of a
critical re-readin%of messianic theology and its role in shaping contemporary conflicts.
Keywords: Hebrew Theology, Messianism, Messiah; Radicalization, Religious
Radicalism, Apocalypticism, Antagonistic Sects, Political Theology, Sacred Violence
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