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Abstract

The doctrine of Mahdism, as one of the fundamental pillars of Shi‘i thought, has always
attracted the attention of Islamic exegetes and theologians. This article, using a
descriptive-analytical method and relying on library sources, examines the pivotal role of
ta’wili meanings (esoteric interpretations) of Qur’anic verses in strengthening the theory
of Mahdism. By emphasizing the distinction between tafsir (the uncovering of apparent
meanings) and ta’wil (the discovery of inner intent and concrete referents), the study
demonstrates that ta’wil functions as a key to linking the immutable Qur’anic text with
changing historical realities in the context of Mahdism. Ta’wil, understood as restorin
the divine speech to its inner purpose, serves as a means of unveiling the deeper layers o
Qur’anic meaning—flourishing particularly under the light of the traditions of the Ahl al-
Bayt (peace be upon them). The research shows how Shi‘i exegetes, through the use of
ta’wil, have interpreted numerous verses—seemingly related to past events or general
principles—as references to the era of the reappearance of Imam Mahdi (PBUH). In
doing so, they have presented Mahdism not as a peripheral belief, but as a central,
Qur’an-based vision of the ultimate destiny of Islamic history. The findings reveal that
ta’will meanings establish a bridge between the Qur’anic text and the broad historical—
theological realities, demonstrating the Qur’an’s inexhaustible capacity to address the
spiritual and intellectual needs of all ages.
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