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Abstract

Basa'ir al-Darajat by Muhammad ibn Hasan al-Saffar is one of the earliest extant hadith
compilations from the Qummi school on the doctrine of imama, primarily devoted to the
virtues and esoteric knowledge of the Ahl al-Bayt. The limited number of narrations it
contains regarding the occultation (ghayba) of the Twelfth Imam has led Etan Kohlberg
to argue that belief in the twelve Imams, Mahdism, and the doctrine of occultation
emerged only gradually after the Minor Occultation. The present study, adopting a
descriptive-analytical approach and drawing upon historical, biographical (l”ijﬁl?, and
hadith sources, refutes Kohlberg’s hypothesis. It challenges his methodological
assumption that the authenticity of early Shi‘i beliefs can only be confirmed through
currently surviving written sources. The research demonstrates that references to
Mahdism and the Twelfth Imam existed from the earliest centuries of Islam and were not
later constructions. Contrary to Kohlberg’s claim, both Basa’ir al-Darajat and other early
Shi‘i hadith collections contain reports about the Mahdi and his occultation. The study
concludes that al-Saffar’s relatively limited focus on the topic stems from the thematic
structure and purpose of his work, which centers on elucidating the Imams’ epistemic and
spiritual authority as the essence of imama.
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