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Abstract

Cyberspace, as a new arena for communication and information exchange, has
significantly influenced various aspects of human life, including culture and character
formation. The “nurturing of the Muntazir” (the Awaiter of the Promised Mahdi), as a
core concept in Shi’a theology, has not been immune to these influences. Employing a
qualitative research method with a descriptive-analytical approach, this stud¥ examines
relevant sources, utilizes content analysis, and incorporates the perspectives of experts in
the field. The nurturing of the Muntazir comprises cognitive, emotional, and behavioral
dimensions. Findings reveal that the religious governance of cyberspace exerts both
positive and negative influences on this developmental process. Positive effects include
enhanced access to religious resources, strengthening religious awareness, content
moderation to prevent ideological deviation, Improved social interactions, positive
reinforcement of lifestyle, better coordination between institutions, and the promotion of
ethical standards in information dissemination. Converselg, negative impacts include the
spread of misinformation, the generation of religious doubts, the fostering of judgmental
or isolationist religious environments, the imposition of specific ideologies at the expense
of religious diversity, and a reliance on superficial religious content lacking depth. The
study concludes that effective, intelligent, and comprehensive religious governance in
cyberspace can leverage the potential of this medium to play a pivotal role in nurturin
the Muntazir, thereby fostering the individual and social growth of the faithful. Suc
governance must adopt a holistic approach—maximizing positive impacts while
E(roactlvely mitigating negative consequences. o

eywords: Religious Governance, Dimensions of Religious Governance, Cyberspace,
Nurturing the Muntazir, Dimensions of Nurturing, Positive Impacts, Negative Impacts
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