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Abstract

The absence of a systematic model for appfl_?/_ing communication theories to Mahdist
teachings has made it difficult to assess the efficacy of research in this field. Aiming to
bridge this gap, the current study analyzes the trends in Mahdism studies and elucidates
the structural relationship between the triadic axes of “Mahdi-Belief” (Cognitive
Dimens@ong, “Mahdi-Support” (Behavioral Dimension), and “Mahdi-Lifestyle” (Lifestyle
Dimension) with foundational communication theories. Adopting a “Mixed-Method
Meta-Analysis” approach, this study monitored and conducted an in-depth content
anal8/5|s on a statistical population comprising 246 scientific articles published in issues 1
to 30 of the Mashreg-e Mouood Quarterly (spann_ing_from 2006 to 2014 / 1385-1393 SH)
Statistical analyses and thematic data_mining indicate that although the predominant
focus of the articles was on theoretical foundations, the extraction of components
demonstrates the feasibility of convergence between Mahdist realms and five
communication  theories, including “Cultivation,”  “Persuasion,” “Uses and
Gratifications,” “Public Diplomacy,” and “Spiritual Communication.” Based on the
extracted data, a new conceptual model was designed to elucidate the distribution and
impact of this triad within the context of communication functions.The model derived
from this meta-analysis, while diagnosing existing trends, provides a standard and
measurable framework for evaluating the impact of the media system on promoting the
Culture of Waiting (Intizar). Furthermore, it can serve as a foundation for research
policymaking in the specialized interdisciplinary field of “Mahdism and
Communication.”
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