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Muslims as a Share of Overall Population, 1990-2030
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EUROPE

Countries with the Largest Projected
Increase in Number of Muslims, 2010-2030

ESTIMATED PROJECTED PROJECTED
MUSLIM MUSLIM NUMERICAL
FOPULATION FPOPULATION INCREASE
untrie: 2010 2030 2010-2030
United Kingdom 2,869,000 5,567,000 2,698,000
Russia 16,379,000 18,556,000 2,177,000
France 4,704,000 G, 850,000 2,156,000
[taly 1,583,000 3,199,000 1,617,000
Germany 4,119,000 5,545,000 1,426,000
Spain 1,021,000 1,859,000 838,000
Sweden 451,000 953,000 542,000
Belgium 638,000 1,149,000 511,000
Metherands 914,000 1,365,000 451,000
Austria 475,000 795,000 324,000
Fopulation estimates are rounded to thousands.
Figures may not add exactly due to rounding.

Paw Research Cenber's Forum on Religion & Public Life
The Future of the Giabal Musiim Popwiation, January 2011
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Review the Challenges of the Hadiths of Government
Formation in the Age of Absence

Dr. Seyed Mas’ud pur seyed Aqayi !

Mohammad Amiri Qavam 2
Absract

In spite of many Qur'anic, Traditional and rational reasons about the
necessity of building an Islamic state in general, specifically the era of
Imam Mahdi Absence, there are narrations that some people by citing them
have believed in illegitimacy of an Islamic state at the time of Absence.

Therefore, it seems necessary that these traditions be evaluated in a
scientific and fair way far from any bias in order to clarify the strength of
their reasoning in the light of a scientific critic.

By searching for these traditions, They divided into eight categories,
according to their meaning and under each category the reference Address
and the significance of the most important narrations of that category
examined.

Finally, by examining them in terms of the reference Address and the
significance, it became clear that most of these narrations are in both
reference Address and significance.

And a very small part of them, although they are valid and right in
reference Address, do not represent the claimed thought. And supposedly
if we accept their implication, they will commonly be compatible with
other evidences.

And if that aspect is not accepted, they are inconsistent with a large
number of authentic Qur'anic, rational and narrative reasons about jihad,
bidding goodness and forbidding badness, the defense of the oppressed etc,

Such limited Traditions do not have the ability to bound or allocate this
large number of reasons for only state building during the presence of Imam
Mahdi(aj).

Kevworps: Islamic State, Traditions, the age of the Absence, reasons,
inconsistence, reference Address, significance

1. High level professor of Qom Islamic Seminary
2. Scholar and researcher 4th level of promised specialized center of Mahdaviat (Corresponding
Author) (m.mirighavam@chmail.ir)



An inquiry into the Challenging Reports About
Imam Mahdi (a) in the Book of Sulaym b. Qays al-Hilali

Seyyed Muhammad Soltani *
Dr. Seyyed Hossein Fallahzadeh 2
Abstract

The book of Sulaym b. Qays al-Hihali (d. 76 AH) is one of the most
ancient extant books of the early Islam. This book is mostly about the
incidents after the death of the prophet of Islam (PBUH&P) and the
oppressions on his household. Despite the importance of the subjects
concerning Imam Mahdi (a) and the existence of controversial reports in this
book about him, these reports have not been studied yet. Because of the
contradictions in such reports, the inquiry to define the promised Mahdi in
this book is subjected to a serious challenge. This essay shows that the book
of Sulaym has no negative viewpoint but about Bani Umayyah and none of
the Imams of misguidance is among Bani Abbas! According to this book, the
promised Mahdi will overthrow the government of Bani Umayyah and give
it back to its true owners, i.e. the household of the prophet. It seems that the
author of the book -or some parts of it- lived in the late period of Bani
Umayyah and therefore, sought the Imams of misguidance among them and
the first three caliphs as well. He also hoped that Mahdi will overthrow the
government of Bani Umayyah. Imperfections in the book of Sulaym prevent
us from the absolute acceptance of the content of it, including its narrations
about Imam Mahdi (a); and even it is problematic to allege all the content to
Sulaym b. Qays or Aban b. Abi Ayyash.

Keyworps: The book of Sulaym b. Qays al-Hihali, Challenges on
Mahdaviyat, Twelve Imams, Bani Umayyah, Bani Abbas

1. Researcher in Islamic History, Pure Imams Specialized Center; PhD Student in Islamic History,
Bagir al-Olum University, Qom (Corresponding Author) (s.mohammad.soltani@gmail.com)
2. Associate Professor in Islamic History, Bagir al-Olum University, Qom
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Survey and analyzing seditions in the
region of Levant (great Syria) before the Advent

Dr. Seyyed Mohammad Razi Asef Agah !

Mustafa Amiri 2
Abstract

The sedition of Levant area before the advent will be the scene of
confrontation and clash among the ramhan ( two groups of As’hab and
Abga), the Turks and the Romans, so that eventually It will lead to
sovereignty of the last ruler of Damascus (Sufiani) before the Advent

Sufiani who will be supported by the "Roman, Jewish and Arab" triangle,
first will dominate Damascus and other quintuplet areas, and then, after
winning the war in Qyrgizia will be going to invade Irag.

In this paper, by a library method and an analytical-descriptive approach,
and by documenting authentic narrative sources, will be drawn the sequence
of "seditions in Levant region before the Advent.

Keyworps: Sedition, Levant Region, Syria, Before the Advent, Sufiani,
Damascus

1. Assistant Professor and FM of Islamic Sciences and Culture Grand Research Center Qom
(m.asefagah@isca.ac.ir)
2. The Scholar of Howzeh Qom (Corresponding Author) (Mostafaamiril361@gmail.com)



Inaction and Irresponsibility as
a challenge for the age of Absence

Dr. Mohammadsaber Jafari
Abstract

One of the challenges for the age of Absence is Inaction and
irresponsibility.Several words indicate this concept. This item, in Islamic
Traditions has been criticized in numerous form. In the prayers and visit-
statements dedicated to Imam Mahdi, avoiding this challenge has been
emphasized.

Some factors for weakness and inaction are composed of cases such as
doubt and disbelief in the unseen world , Inattention to the divine traditions
and human role in the length of absence, regarding the advent as an
unavailable event, change of motives, being motiveless, lack of readiness
and calculation of problems (misunderstanding the route and its problems),
Despair and hopelessness, indolence and hedonism;

The consequence of this weakness is to violate and impair the Imam
rights, the awaiting community and humanity, to disrupt obligation and
action , sinning, the prolongation of absence, the delay of emergence,
impersonator making, hypocrisy and compunction.

Some of the solutions suggested by the verses and narrations to prevent
irresponsibility are: Increasing knowledge and stablishing and deepening
belief in the Imam Mahdi and the emergence, promoting to love the Imam
and enthusiasm for the emergence, multigenerational approach , planning , to
make perspective and strategy, the covenant, promise, loyalty and allegiance
to the Imam and commitment to the plan, meditation , interpellation and
punishment.

Keyworps: Inaction, irresponsibility, challenges for the age of Absence,
age of Absence

1. Faculty member of the Future Institute of Light (Mahdaviyat Institute) Qom
(jafarimsaber@yahoo.com)
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A Critical Introduction to
“The end of the age of religion” Theory

Dr. Mohammadjavad Pirmoradi *
Abstract

“End of the age of religion” theory which has been criticized in this
paper by the mixture method of logical and statistical analysis is one of
every religious revolution challenges, specifically of Imam Mahdi (aj) World
Revolution. Because, according to this theory, any religious revolution is
meaningless. This theory was appeared by August Komte from the first half
of the 19th century and was theoreticized in various ways by sociologists
‘i.e. theorists of both systems of liberal democracy and social democracy,.
But the Islamic Revolution of Iran practically refuted this theory., The author
in the article criticized this theory with rational, religious, and statistical
evidences. According to findings of the research, era of religion will never
be ended and under the impact of the Iranian Islamic Revolution, the
tendency toward pure Islam and behaviors based on the belief in Mahdaviyat
and waiting for a global justice system is increasing all over the world.

Kevworps: Mahdaviyat Challenges, The end of the age of religion,
Islamophobia, The age of Religion, Converting to Islam

1. Associate Professor of Imam Hosain Comprehensive university Tehran (mjpirmoradi@gmail.com)



"A new investigation of the relationship between waiting for
Imam Mahdi and the Koranic principle that it is forbidden
to despair of Allah's soothing mercy"

Dr. Rouhollah shakeri zavardehi *
Ali khani
Abstract

One of the serious challenges the discourse on Mahdaviyat has faced, due
to the long absence of Imam Mahdi, is that people are getting disappointed at
his reappearance. The challenge becomes more serious when we notice those
narrations that have tied in his reappearance with people's disappointment.
Those narrations seemingly disagree with Imam Ali's saying: "Wait for
Imam Mahdi and never despair of Allah's soothing mercy; because our best
doing to Allah is waiting for him" which indicates a basic connection
between waiting for Imam Mahdi and not to despair of Allah's mercy. The
serious question is the way to explain these narrations so that they don't
disagree with that foregoning principle. To get a straight answer, we have to
know the exact relationship between waiting for him and getting
disappointed about his long absence. In fact, what properly indicates their
relationship, is the great emphasis Islam has placed on hoping for Allah's
mercy, which results in action and progress, as well as Islam's strict
forbiddances from getting disappointed about Allah's mercy which leads to
interia and escape from responsibility. Furthermore, there are lots of
narrations stating that only those who try hard for justice and sovereignty of
justice are the sincere expectant ones. Therefor, the sentences that say his
reappearance will not occur unless all people get disappointed about the
situation, do not mean to give us permission to lose hope. However, they can
mean that he will not reappear until people find out that all governments and
policies are hopeless at rulling over the world and it will not happen until
they mentally grow as much as they can understand that no one can behave
as well and justly as he can.

Keyworps: Waiting for Imam Mahdi, despair of Allah's soothing mercy,
Mahdaviyat culture, God's mercy

1. faculty member, Farabi Campus of Tehran University Qom (Corresponding Author)
(Shaker.r@uc.ac.ir)
2. Ph.D student faculty member, Farabi Campus of Tehran University Qom
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The stylistics of the Infallible Leaders’ management on the
crisis of forging and distortion in the Mahdaviyat narrations

Dr. Khodamorad Salimian *
Dr. Rahim Kargar 2
Abstract

One of the prominent issues of Mahdaviyat is the attempt to validate the
narrations of this great belief and to demonstrate a comprehensive and
accepted system in this domain. This important issue is not feasible except
by referring to the commands and behavior of the infallible. The current
article tries to analyze the style of Infallible Leaders' management on the
crisis of forging and distortion in the Mahdaviyat narrations by working on a
descriptive-analytical method. The article focuses on answering the question
"how the style of the 14 Infallibles' management was on the crisis of forging
in the Mahdaviyat narrations" and emphasizes that this style has been a type
of "crisis management"”. It means that, the Infallible leaders were looking for
decisions that would reduce the process of forging, distorting and then
controlling and eliminating them when confronting with this crisis. In this
regard, we face with two types of "eliminating management in the previous
stage" and "resolving management in the next stage". Then, strategies of the
14 Infallibles are going to be considered.

The review of this paper would be a basis to answer this question” What
model should be used today in confronting with forging and distortion?"

Kevworps: style of the Infallibles, management of the Infallibles, the
Infallible leaders, Mahdaviyat narrations

1. Assistant Professor and FM of Islamic Sciences and Culture Grand Research Center Qom
(Corresponding Author) (khodamorad salimian@yahoo.com)
2. Assistant Professor and FM of Islamic Sciences and Culture Grand Research Center Qom



The Seniority of Occultation Thought, an Answer
to the doubt ""novelty of Occultation Thought™

Dr. Hossein Elahi Nejad !
Abstract

The article has started with three doubts. 1. The occultation thought in the
minor occultation era has been a novel and new thought. 2. The Shia
Muslims in the minor occultation era have been unfamiliar with the
occultation thought. 3. The Shias in the era of occultation have had
wandering and confusion in addition to lack of political theory. The current
article, first deals with the doubts, their analysis and review and then it
focuses on their answers in detail in order to prove the seniority of
occultation thought as well as the unreasonableness of the Shia wandering
and confusion. Accordingly, first, the constant efforts of the 14 Infallibles to
promote and explain the issue of occultation with two spoken and behavioral
methods are discussed and then some of the books and articles regarding
occultation thought compiled by Imams' companions and scientists in the era
of Imams are investigated. Then, the article deals with Mahdaviyat deviant
sects which claim their leaders are absent from the eyes of the people. In the
next section, the explanation of delegation and representation organization as
well as their place, scope and function are considered and at the end of the
article, the visits made in the era of occultation including private and public
are examined. From the results of the articles, in addition to answering these
doubts, one can justify the seniority of occultation and the occulted Imam.

Kevworps: Occultation, Shias wandering, the delegation organization,
seniority of occultation, Mahdaviyat sects, visit, special representation

1. Associate Professor of and FM of Islamic Sciences and Culture Grand Research Center
Qom (hosainelahil212@gmail.com)
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Critic of the Bahais Thought on promised
Imam in the concept of Ibn ul-Insan, according
to the holy manuscripts of religions

Dr. Majid Heidarifar !

Mohammadali Parhizgar 2
Abstract

Agnomen "lbn ul-Insan" is one of the Biblical terms that the Jews apply
to the promised Messiah of the Apocalypse. Christians also consider Jesus
Christ as the promised Ibn ul-Insan of the Bible and the Savior of the
Apocalypse. Some Shiites, by matching the functions of Ibn ul-Insan with
the existing Mahdi, proclaim this personality the very savior of Islam.
Meanwhile, the Baha'is, who are Shi'ite diversions, are pursuing their own
goals with various comparisons.

The author in this article explains matching the personality of 'lbn ul-
'Insan "from the viewpoint of Judaism, Christianity, Islam and the deviant
group of Baha'is by descriptive-analytical method and then analyzes them.

In the end, he recognizes this character as very Jesus Christ, who will
come along with Imam Mahdi and will follow him. And ultimately, based on
distortions and inconsistencies in the attitudes of the Baha'is, criticizes them
and proves their falsehood.

Kevworps: The Promised Ibn ul-Insan, the Apocalypse, the Promised
Savior, the Baha'i Critic, the Son of Man

1. Assistant Professor of Maarij Islamic Sciences and Culture Grand Research Center Qom

2. Ph.D Student of Islamic Theology, Qom University and researcher of Maarij Grand
Research Center, Qom (Corresponding Author) (MAP@Bahaiat.com)



A study on the Return with emphasis on Shaikhi, Baha'i and
Ahmad Esmaeil Basri deviations

Dr. Seyyed Ali Hoseini !

Dr. Mohammad Shahbazian 2
Abstract

The Return refers to the coming back of some of the dead to their former
bodies at the time of the advent of Imam Mahdi (AS). During the time, the
Shiites have been identified with this creed, and it has been one of the
distinctions of the Imamis with Sunni and Shiite sects such as Zaidi.

There is a lot of proof about the Return and its characteristics, and some
of the Ahl ul-Bayt's followers like Fazl ibn Shazan have written two books
in this regard. Nevertheless, the concepts related to the Return are distorted
over time, and we can observe distortions of the Return characteristics
among the false claimants and deviant sects. Among these sects, Shaykhis,
Baha'is and Ahmad Ismail al-Basri can be mentioned. Sheikh Ahmad Ahsayi
has changed the term "Return" and interpreted it as coming back of some
people at the end of Imam Mahdi (AS) reign and regarded it as the world of
hurgalia. Baha'is also have changed the meaning of Return, and considered it
as returning characteristics and similarities. On the other side, Ahmad
Esma'il Basri, following the Shaikhis and Baha'is, accepted the two
mentioned concepts of Return and consider it after the death of the 24th
Upriser.

The tendency of some believers and seminary scholars to these divert
teachings and the necessity of collecting problems of these sects and
presenting a new response and new documentaries, made the writer to
examine this issue with a descriptive-analytical and critical approach.

The result of the research is that the mentioned interpretations are
unconfirmed and without reason, contrary to the narrations and based on the
personal exegeses.

Keyworps: the Return, Shaikhi, Baha'i , Ahmad Esmaeil Basri, deviation

1. Assistant Professor and FM of Imam Sadiq(as) University, Tehran
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The role of false claimants in the formation of the
"Doenmeh and its impact on Judaism and the Turkish
Muslim community

Seyyed Ahmad Tabatabaee Sotudeh *
Dr. Amir khavas 2
Abstract

The "Doenmeh" is a Jewish-Islamic sect, whose formation is rooted in
the false claims of the Jewish mystic called "Shabbethai Zevi". He is known
in the history of religions as a Muslim Jew, in the Jewish period of his life,
with the help of another false Prophet, "Nathan of Gaza", he claimed to be a
prophet and then a God .He quickly followed followers with a fascination of
his various dimensions. However, after being tempted by the Jewish
scholars, he was apparently Muslim by the pressure of the Ottoman king,
renamed "Muhammad Effendi", and died in the same situation. But this was
not the end of the Shabbathism process, and some of his Jewish followers,
with the design of new claims, provided the foundations for sectarian
creation called " Doenmeh ". Not only did this sect bears great harm to
Judaism, but also played a role in the fall of the Ottoman rule and the rule of
Islam in Turkey. This paper attempts to explain the character of Shabbethai
Zevi as the main source of this trend, the relationship between these false
claimants and the establishment of the Doenmeh cult, and its impact on the
Jewish and Islamic community.

Keyworps: Judaism, False Claimers, Doenmeh, Shabbethai Zevi, Nathan
of Gaza, Turkey

1. Ph.D student of religions and mysticism of Imam Khomeini Institute of Education and
Research (Corresponding Author) (sats@chmail.ir)
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Elaborating the negative role of
extraordinary affairs in detecting false claimants

Dr. Saeid Bakhshi *
Abstract

One of the important challenges in the path of Mahdaviyat is the
existence of false claimants of Mahdaviyat. Understanding the claimants at
the beginning and the on time response has a significant impact in
counteracting these diversions.

In our traditions, It has been mentioned extraordinary affairs such as
having a miracle, a lifetime, knowledge, a heavenly voice, Dip on the ground
and etc... about the Imam of the Age.

Among the functions of these extraordinary affairs are their epistemic and
negative functions. The failure of the false claimant to do a miracle is
something in which, his non-imamate can be concluded. One who does not
have extraordinary longevity can not be Imam of the time. One who does not
have vast knowledge and infallibility can not be an Imam .One who does not
carry prophets heritages and Jesus Christ does not come to confirm him and
help him is not Imam Mahdi(aj).

Kevworps: extraordinary affairs, Mahdaviyat, Imam Mahdi(aj), false
claimants
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The study Signs of Emergence
with Emphasis on the Sect's Waqifites

Saeeda Sadat Mousavinia *
Dr. Seyyed Kazem Tabatabaee
Dr. Mehdi Jalali ®
Abstract

In tradittional's sources, there are hadiths about the signs of the
emergence, one of the sources of these hadiths is through the Sect's
Wagifites, because this Sect, in order to convey its religion, some of the
hadiths, Fragmentation or distortion, the study of their hadiths requires more
precision. One of the signs of the emergence that has been emphasized in the
Imami tradittion is the disagreement between Bani Abbas . It sign is serious
damage and improper adaptation in the Mahdaviyat Doctrine.

This article seeks to demonstrate in a historical metod, through the
examination of the document and the text of the narrations, that the
narrations that Bani Abbas discriminates as a sign of advent, is forged by the
narrators of the victim to legitimize the rule of Bani al-Abbas, and to be a
sign. It is false for the emergence.

Keyworps: Signs of emergence, Wagqifites, differences between Bani al-
Abbas
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The Challenge of neglecting Mahdaviyat Ideals

Dr. Nusratullah Ayati
Abstract

Belief in the thought of Mahdaviyat means believing in the realization of
the rule of universal justice, The victory of Islam over all religions , the
development of worship, the eradication of heresies, and .... The waiting of
believers for the emergence of Imam Mahdi(aj) should be waiting for the
realization of such ideals.

But sometimes the waiters are ignorant of these ideals, and instead of
waiting for the emergence of the Promised Mahdi to accomplish such ideals,
they are waiting for him to open up material life and to thrive tables as much
as possible.

This just neglect of Mahdaviyat ideals is that can make challenges in a

dynamic path of Mahdaviyat Thought . what can be the origin and the root of

that mentioned neglect is factors such as neglect of talents and of Imam
position and self indulgence. In this paper, some dimensions of the
mentioned problem are discussed.

Keyworps: Imam Mahdi(aj) , Waiting, Mahdaviyat Challenges,
Neglecting Mahdaviyat Ideals
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Setting the time for the outburst

Dr. Mojtaba Goodarzi *
Abstract

Mahdaviyat,is one of the noble faiths and the high ambition shiia and the
Islamic ummah.

The approach of this thought is manage the thought of man,the
world,forging and moving towards the fulfillment of divine and Islamic
society in the real sense of it. led by a divine human being centered on
justice.

Throughout the history of Mahdaviyat,it has been the focus of the
attention of muslims,especially the Shiites and also the place of numerous
challenges and diverse opinions and various analyzes.

Therefore we must examine the issues and issues of Mahdaviyat with
aprecise,correct and wise observation.one of those issues is the timing and
specifying a specific time for emergence which is forbidden in certain
narratives and the time keeps have been introduced to the appearance of the
liar and evil.

So by explaining the problem in this discussion, what is the timing and
also the study of the fields, effect and consequences, in addition recognizing
the timing and dimensions of it can treat it and cure it.

Of course, since realization of the rule of justice by one of gods elect
certain divine promise, guides of religion and in fallible there is no specific
time for that and this has led some to ignorance and others to gain material
benefits and worldly and psychological shortages for the time of occurrence
and by doing so they are busy and even distracting others.

Believers, especially Shiite imams, whose emergence issues are more
important to them, they are very sensitive to the realization of this promise
and they always sought to know the time hence, some by studying the
traditions of the imams.

Timing of the time of his emergence and the adaptation of some of the
signs and conditions of the current incident took place.

On the other hand, ahl al_bayt has forbidden any appointment in this
matter and announced of the action as false given that science is with god at
the time of the emergence of knowledge as resurrection determining the time
and the criteria of those types determining place of the conflict of origin in
this article the descriptive_analytical method has been analyzed.

Keyworps: Timing, outburst, Mahdaviyat

1. Assistant Professor and FM of Islamic Sciences and Culture Grand Research Center, Qom
(mjtbgoodarzi@gmail.com)



Being Imami Twelvers,
the common principle of Islamic Schools

Dr. Qulamhosein Zeinali !
Abstract

Believing in the twelve caliphs as successors to the Prophet and the
leaders of the Islamic Ummah, after the Prophet, is one of the principles that
followers of all Islamic schools, including Shiites and Sunni, agree on it
unanimously. This important faith principle is due to the frequent narrations
that narrators and other scholars of the Islamic schools have quoted from the
messenger of Allah within their authentic religious sources.

Being Imamis Twelvers for Shiites is clear, because the name of the
followers of this school is Shi’a Ithna “Ashariyyah. This belief among the
Sunni scholars is also a rooted issue, as Sunni scholars, including both who
lived before the emergence of the four existing schools, and who followed
one of the 4™ school Hanafi, Maliki, Shafiyi and Hanbali, recorded these
narrations with right documents and as a sign of acceptance, in their works.

Practically, the only school that follows these narrations is Imami Shi‘a ,
and the followers of other Islamic school, while accepting this principle
theoretically and they have recorded some of Twelvers Caliphs traditions,
decades earlier than Shiite narrators, in their works, but practically they did
not consider themselves bound by this principle

Those Sunni scholars who have justified the traditions of the Twelvers
have also tried to provide evidences for narrations, other than what the Shi‘a
believed, but this evidential controversy does not detract from the validity of
this common principle.

We believe that in the texts of the Twelver narrations, there are certain
characteristics that confirm the view of the Shia scholars and reject the
opinion of Sunni scholars.

Keyworps: Twelver Shi’a, Islamic schools, common principle, Messenger
of Allah Caliphs, Twelver Narrations
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