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Typology of Jihad-e Tabyin (The Jihad of Clarification) in the
Realm of Mahdavi Teachings: Based on the Intellectual System of
Ayatollah Khamenei

Mohammad Masoudy *
Dr. Amir mohsen Erfan 2

Abstract

This research aims to explore the indicators of “Jihad-e-Tabyin” (Jihad of
Clarification/Enlightenment) within the realm of Mahdism doctrine, based on the
intellectual system of Ayatollah Khamenei. The study employs a descriptive-analytical
method for content processing. In terms of its objective, it is classified as developmental-
applied research, and regarding the nature of the data, it is a qualitative study. Data
collection was conducted through library research, utilizing descriptive analysis for
exploration. The following text addresses the central research question: What are the
most significant indicators of “Jihad-e-Tabyin” from the perspective of Ayatollah
Khamenei? The findings derived from the analysis and synthesis of the collected data
indicate that these indicators can be categorized Into affirmative (positive) and protective
dimensions. “Representing the authenticity of Mahdism in explaining its doctrines,”
“interpreting expectation (Entezar) as a responsibility and obligation,” “grounding the
explanation of Mahdist teachings on a scholarly approach,” “fostering hope on a
Civilizational scale in explaining Mahdism,” and “actively confronting erroneous
interpretations in the field of Mahdism” are identified as the most critical indicators of
Jihad-e-Tabyin in the domain of Mahdism doctrine based on Ayatollah Khamenei’s
viewpoint.

Keywords: Jihad-e-Tabyin (Jihad of Clarification), Mahdism, Ayatollah Khamenei,
Indicator, Savior (Messiah)
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The Issue of Meaning in the Lifeworld of Messianic Expectation:
Based on Imam al-Rida’s Supplication Regarding the Occultation
of the Promised Mahdi

Dr. Ahmad Karimi !
Abstract

According to Imami traditions, the era of Occultation (Ghaybah) is characterized as an
age of tribulations, suffering, "probation" (tamhis), and "purification" (takhlis). Human
suffering has consistently provided a fertile ground for the quest for meaning. Focusing
on the psychological risks of the "lifeworld" of expectation as highlighted in the
supfll_catlon of Imam al-Rida concerning the era of Occultation, this study employs an
analytical method to clarify semantic nuances and analyze the challenge of the meaning
of life through existential and logotherapeutic lenses. It further elucidates the crisis of
meaninglessness and dissatisfaction with life's meaning during the Occultation. Findings
indicate that two specific pathologies - sa’mah (weariness/boredom% and kasal
(sloth/abulia and lack of will) - reflect the existential and spiritual state of the individual,
emerging within the context of the sufferings of Occultation, such as the prolongation of
expectation gflntlzar) and the ubiquity of injustice. Faced with the conflict, collapse, or
imposition of values, the individual in the era of Occultation may lose resilience and
endurance, consequently abandoning transcendent values in favor of hedonism or
nihilism. This chronic frustration in finding and maintaining meaning can lead to an
existential vacuum, resulting in two distinct behavioral and practical states: fitrah
(languor/stagnation and cessation of action), which arises from the loss of ultimate or
global meaning; and fashal (slackness/weakness and negligence) in fulfilling duties,
which stems from the loss of situational or specific meaning. This depletion of energy
levels amo_nﬁ those awaiting the Savior (muntaziran) to pursue authentic religious values,
coupled with the evasion of conscious choices, results in estrangement from the Imam.
Consequently, loneliness and meaninglessness emerge as two primary sources of
existential anxiety. The resolution lies in a return to fundamental values and prior
meaningful choices, strengthening the gnosis (ma'rifah) of the Imam, enduring the
sufferings of Occultation, and assuming responsibility for actualizing meaning. In this
meaning-finding process, the human being is not solitary; the pathways to meaning
remain open through the primordial nature (fitrah) and are guided by God's messengers
and the Promised Savior. ) o ]
Keywords: Meaninglessness of the Muntaziran (Expectants), Messianic Expectation,
Boredom of Values, Pathology of Expectation

1. Associate Professor, DQFartment of Islamic Theology, University of Quran and Hadith, Qom,
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2. Existential Vacuum
3. Ultimate Values
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1. Will to Meaning
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The Heartfelt Humility (Khushoo’) of the Faithful Community as
a Driver for Accelerating Global Transformations Toward the
Reappearance

Dr. Sayyed Mohammad Razi Asef Agah !
Dr. Sadegh Sohrabi 2
Abstract

Numerous verses of the Holy Qur’an have been interpreted, applied, and allegorized
ata’wil regarding Mahdism and the Age of Occultation. Among these are verses 16 and

7 of Surah Al-Hadid. These two verses elucidate a primary factor for transitioning out of
the Age of Occultation, namely, the “heartfelt humility” (Khushoo’ al-Qalb) of the
faithful community. Recognizing the factors of the Reappearance and the causes of the
Occultation is among the duties of the Muntaziran (those who await the Imam). One
significant, ﬁ/et unfortunately overlooked, factor for the Reappearance is this state of
humility, which warrants critical examination. This article employs an analytical and
comparative method to study these two verses, demonstrating how this factor brings the
Islamic society closer to the Reappearance of the Imam of the Age (may Allah hasten his
reappearance). The findings of this study, firstly, analyze the role of the believers’
humility in accelerating global transformations toward the Reappearance, and the role of
“hardness of heart” in perpetuating the Occultation, based on five lines of evidence: the
context of revelation (slﬁa’n al-nuzul), the four segments of the verses, internal
intertextual relations, other relevant Quranic verses, and traditions (hadith). Secondly, the
paper explains and analyzes the two divine traditions of “prolongation” (the Occultation)
and “revival” (the Reappearance). These verses unveil a fundamental strategy for the Age
of Occultation; just as the strategy of the Imam of the Age during the Reappearance is tﬁe
revival of the earth through justice, the strategy for exiting the Occultation is the heartfelt
humility of the faithful community before God, the Qur’an, and His Proof (Hujjat).
Keywords: Mahdism and Reappearance; Faithful Community; Humility (Khushoo’);
Hardness of Heart (Qasawat al-Qalb); Occultation; The Tradition of Prof:)ngation; The
Tradition of Revival
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Analysis of the Role of Jurists in Establishing an Islamic
Government During the Occultationfrom the Perspective of
Shaykh al Tusi

Amir Khorsandian 1

Dr. Khodamorad Salimian 2

Abstract

In the works of Shaykh al Tisi, various responsibilities are attributed to Shi’a jurists, such
as implementing legal punishments (hudid), collecting and distributing religious dues,
and explaining and promoting religious teachings. In some of his writings, he discusses
those certain matters - such as judicial authority - are delegated by the Imam to jurists.
Although he does not explicitly state that political governance is entrusted to jurists, it
may be inferred that when he considers the implementation of hudid and other Imam
related duties as responsibilities of the jurist, the matter of governance - which is a right
of the Imam and holds even greater significance - should likewise be entrusted to the
jurist, who is closest to the Imam; otherwise, it would fall into the hands of the
unqualified. From this perspective, one could argue in favor of establishing governance
during the occultation. Since he considers tasks, such as implementing hudud, managing
and allocating religious funds, and explaining and disseminating religious teachings as
duties of the jurist, it logically follows that he would support the establishment of an
Islamic government. As historical evidence suggests, jurists who did not engage in
governmental roles did not possess the authority necessary for implementing hudad or for
widespread propagation of religious teachings. Therefore, accepting such responsibilities
during the occultation would imply not only the permissibility but also the necessity of
forming a government in that era. Nevertheless, it is entirely possible to present an
interpretation contrary to this view. o _
Keg/words: Shaykh al Tdsi, jurists, implementation of hudiid, religious dues, explanation
and propagation of religion, Hmam
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An Analysis of the Role of Hebrew Theology in the Radicalization
of Hostile Messianic Sects

Dr. Reza Shojaei mehr *
Abstract

Hebrew-Jewish theology, particularly within the sphere of messianism and specific
readings of the concept of the “Messiah” (Mashiach), has occupied a central position in
shaping certain radical and confrontational interpretations of eschatological salvationism.
Adopting an analytical—critical approach, this article seeks to elucidate the role of Jewish
theology in the process of radicalizing antagonistic messianic movements. The central
research question asks how certain components of Jewish theology, when intertwined
with ethnocentric, territorial, and historicist readings, have contributed to the production
of violent and militant discourses among messianic currents. The findings indicate that
theological elements such as “ethnic chosenness,” “the promise of the Promised Land,”
“the theology of absolute good versus evil,” and “an active and hastened expectation of
the Messiah,” within particular historical and political contexts, have accauir_ed the
capacity to function as ideological instruments for justifying violence, excluding the
Other, and Iegitimizing sacred conflict. While distinguishing between classical Jewish
theploFy and later ideological readings, the present study demonstrates that the
radicalization of messianism is not an inherent consequence of belief in eschatological
salvation; rather, it emerges from the conjunction of selective theology with crisis-
generating socio-political conditions. The study ultimately underscores the necessity of a
critical re-readin%of messianic theology and its role in shaping contemporary conflicts.
Keywords: Hebrew Theology, Messianism, Messiah; ~Radicalization, Religious
Radicalism, Apocalypticism, Antagonistic Sects, Political Theology, Sacred Violence
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The Role of Steadfastness in Shaping the Desired Future from the
Perspective of the Holy Qur’an

Dr. Abbas Elahi !
Abstract

The Holy Qur’an, with its comprehensive view of human beings, offers diverse solutions
across material, spiritual, worldly, and otherworldly dimensions for portraying a blissful
future. The Qur’an’s repeated emphasis on matters that influence humanity’s future
highlights the necessity o_? paying close attention to this issue. Creating a sense of concern
for the future, along with adherence to religious principles and Islamic values, can
strengthen faith and hope in the reappearance of the Promised Mahdi (may Allah hasten
his relief?, thereby laying the groundwork for realizing a desirable future for human
society. In this regard, steadfastness in following religious teachings leads to the
strengthening_of belief in Mahdism and the realization of divine ideals. The present study,
using a descriptive-analytical method and a comprehensive interpretive approach with an
istinbati  (inferential/extractivist) application, analyzes religious texts and extracts
meanings and concepts from Qur’anic verses and traditions. By employing this method, it
explains the various dimensions of steadfastness and its impact on shaping the desired
future. In this research, the key roles of steadfastness in areas such as seeking the straight
path, commitment to religion, leadership of society, fulfillment of covenants and pledges,
and intellectual balance have been extracted from the Holy Qur’an, and the influence of
thlsls_teagfastness in shaping the desired future has been comprehensively and precisely
explained.

Keywords: Qur’an, Steadfastness, Human Being, Society, Desired Future
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A Comparative Study of the Doctrine of Salvation and the
Concept and Instances of the Savior in Monotheistic Religions

Navid Abou talebi !
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Dr. Hamidreza Fahimitabar 3
Abstract

The doctrine of salvation and the belief in a savior represent one of the most fundamental
common theological components in monotheistic religions, manifested in concepts such
as the "Messiah" (Mashiach) in Jewish tradition, the "Promised Christ" in Christian
theology, and "Mahdism” in Islamic thought. Adopting a comparative-analytical
approach and relying on authentic religious sources (including the Tanakh, Talmud, New
Testament, the Quran, and authoritative hadith collections), the present study analyzes
the theological structure and doctrinal foundations of these three teachings in Judaism,
Christianity, and Islam. The main research (iuestlon is to explain the similarities and
differences concerning the concept, functional role, ultimate goals of salvation, and the
instances of the savior within these religious traditions. The findings indicate that despite
significant differences in the historical and theological contexts of each re_Iitr}ion—_§uch
that salvation in Judaism is essentially ethnic-political, in Christianity essentially spiritual
and redemptive (vicarious), and in Islam essentially both moral and civilization-
building—all three traditions emphasize three core principles: first, hope for a salvific
and just future; second, firm faith in the divine promise to establish peace and justice
among humanity; and third, the pivotal role of a divine figure in global reform and
bringing an end to humanity's tumultuous hlstorgl. This fundamental commonality is
rooted In the innate human need for redemption and ultimate perfection, and can pave the
way for constructive interreligious dialogue and the deepening of a shared understanding
of divine promises. _ o . ) _
Keywords: Salvation, Savior, Monotheistic Religions, Comparison(Comparative Study)
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A Comparative Study of the Behavior of the Promised Figure in
Judaism and Islam toward the Followers of Other Religions

Dr.Ali Ranjbar !
Abstract

In the texts and teachings of both Judaism and Islam, there is a promise regarding the
advent of an individual in the End of Days (akhir al-zaman) who will emerge as a savior,
whose religion will prevail over all other faiths, and who will fill the world with justice
and equity. The question that arises here is: how will the promised savior of these
religions behave towards the followers of other faiths? In this study, the behavior of the
promised saviors in poth Judaism and Islam towards the followers of other religions is
comparatively investigated. The findings indicate that the Jewish promised savior, known
as the Messiah (Mashiah), upon his advent and the establishment of his government, will
initially invite all of humanity to the Mosaic Law. The majority of people, due to the
knowledge and insight they acquire, will accept this invitation. However, individuals who
reject this call and engage in hostility towards the Jews will be eliminated by the
Messianic government. Similarly, the Islamic promised savior, [Imam Mahdi], at the
beginning of his advent, will invite all people to Islam by demonstrating its truth. Most
people, as a result of this enlightenment, will accept his invitation and embrace Islam.
Those who reject Islam and exhibit hostility towards Muslims will be killed. Therefore,
the behavior of the promised saviors in Judaism and Islam towards the followers of other
religions bears a striking resemblance. Each of the two promised saviors, after presentin
the proofs of the truth of their religion and finalizing the conclusive argument, wi
elimnate the polytheists (mushrikiin) and their other enemies. From this similarity in
behavior, it can %e concluded that the promised savior in Judaism is the very same

romised savior in Islam.

eywords: Promised Savior (Maw‘id), Messiah (Mashiah), Imam Mahdi, Judaism,
Islam, Religions

1. PhD in Religions and Mysticism, Imam Khomeini Educational and Research Institute, Qom,
Iran(ali.ranjbar.1359.324@gmail.com)
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The Role of the Esoteric (Ta’wili) Meanings of Qur’anic Verses in
the Consolidation of the Doctrine of Mahdism

Leili Nariman Zand !
Dr. Masoumeh sadat Hosseini Mirsafi 2
Abstract

The doctrine of Mahdism, as one of the fundamental pillars of Shi‘i thought, has always
attracted the attention of Islamic exegetes and theologians. This article, using a
descriptive-analytical method and relying on library sources, examines the pivotal role of
ta’wili meanings (esoteric interpretations) of Qur’anic verses in strengthening the theory
of Mahdism. By emphasizing the distinction between tafsir (the uncovering of apparent
meanings) and ta’wil (the discovery of inner intent and concrete referents), the study
demonstrates that ta’wil functions as a key to linking the immutable Qur’anic text with
changing historical realities in the context of Mahdism. Ta’wil, understood as restorin

the divine speech to its inner purpose, serves as a means of unveiling the deeper layers o

Qur’anic meaning—flourishing particularly under the light of the traditions of the Ahl al-
Bayt (peace be upon them). The research shows how Shi‘i exegetes, through the use of
ta’wil, have interpreted numerous verses—seemingly related to past events or general
principles—as references to the era of the reappearance of Imam Mahdi (PBUH). In
doing so, they have presented Mahdism not as a peripheral belief, but as a central,
Qur’an-based vision of the ultimate destiny of Islamic history. The findings reveal that
ta’will meanings establish a bridge between the Qur’anic text and the broad historical—
theological realities, demonstrating the Qur’an’s inexhaustible capacity to address the
spiritual and intellectual needs of all ages.

Keywords: Ta'wil, Tafsir, Imam Mahdi, Narrations of the Ahl al-Bayt, The Holy Quran,
Mahdism, Doctrine of Mahdism
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A Critical Examination of Etan Kohlberg’s View on the Absence
of Occultation Narrations in Basa’ir al-Darajat
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Abstract

Basa'ir al-Darajat by Muhammad ibn Hasan al-Saffar is one of the earliest extant hadith
compilations from the Qummi school on the doctrine of imama, primarily devoted to the
virtues and esoteric knowledge of the Ahl al-Bayt. The limited number of narrations it
contains regarding the occultation (ghayba) of the Twelfth Imam has led Etan Kohlberg
to argue that belief in the twelve Imams, Mahdism, and the doctrine of occultation
emerged only Pra}dually after the Minor Occultation. The present study, adopting a
descriptive-analytical approach and drawing upon historical, biographical (rijal1), and
hadith sources, refutes Kohlberg’s hypothesis. It challenges his methodological
assumption that the authenticity of early Shi‘i beliefs can only be confirmed through
currently surviving written sources. The research demonstrates that references to
Mahdism and the Twelfth Imam existed from the earliest centuries of Islam and were not
later constructions. Contrary to Kohlberg’s claim, both Basa’ir al-Darajat and other early
Shi‘i hadith collections contain relports about the Mahdi and his occultation. The study
concludes that al-Saffar’s relatively limited focus on the topic stems from the thematic
structure and purpose of his work, which centers on elucidating the Imams’ epistemic and
spiritual authority as the essence of imama.

Keywords: Muhammad ibn Hasan al-Saffar; Basa'ir al-Darajat; Occultation (Ghayba);
Etan Kohlberg; Mahdr; Qa’'im

1. Assistant Professor, Department of Shia Studies, University of Religions and Denominations,
Qom , Iran(mmollanori@gmail.com)
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The Impact of Religious Governance of Cyberspace on Nurturing
the Awaiting Human

Dr. Maryam Mozaffari !
Abstract

Cyberspace, as a new arena for communication and information exchange, has
significantly influenced various aspects of human life, including culture and character
formation. The “nurturing of the Muntazir” (the Awaiter of the Promised Mahdi), as a
core concept in Shi’a theology, has not been immune to these influences. Employing a
qualitative research method with a descriptive-analytical approach, this stud¥ examines
relevant sources, utilizes content analysis, and incorporates the perspectives of experts in
the field. The nurturing of the Muntazir comprises cognitive, emotional, and behavioral
dimensions. Findings reveal that the religious governance of cyberspace exerts both
positive and negative influences on this developmental process. Positive effects include
enhanced access to religious resources, strengthening religious awareness, content
moderation to prevent ideological deviation, Improved social interactions, positive
reinforcement of lifestyle, better coordination between institutions, and the promotion of
ethical standards in information dissemination. Converselg, negative impacts include the
spread of misinformation, the generation of religious doubts, the fostering of judgmental
or isolationist religious environments, the imposition of specific ideologies at the expense
of religious diversity, and a reliance on superficial religious content lacking depth. The
study concludes that effective, intelligent, and comprehensive religious governance in
cyberspace can leverage the potential of this medium to play a pivotal role in nurturinﬂ
the Muntazir, thereby fostering the individual and social growth of the faithful. Suc
governance must adopt a holistic approach—maximizing positive impacts while
E(roactlvely mitigating negative consequences. o

eywords: Religious Governance, Dimensions of Religious Governance, Cyberspace,
Nurturing the Muntazir, Dimensions of Nurturing, Positive Impacts, Negative Impacts

1. PhD in Arabic Language and Literature, Lecturer and Researcher, Jami'at al-Zahra Seminary,
Qom, Iran(maryam110927@gmail.com)
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A Meta-Analysis of the Shi’a Mahdavi Doctrine and the Global
Culture of Messianism: The Tripartite Link of Belief, Assistance,
and Living in Communication Discourse (Case Study: Mashreq-e

Mouood Journal)

Dr. Hassan Bashir 1
Seyyed Majid Taheri 2
Abstract

The absence of a systematic model for appfl_}/_ing communication theories to Mahdist
teachings has made it difficult to assess the efficacy of research in this field. Aiming to
bridge this gap, the current study analyzes the trends in Mahdism studies and elucidates
the structural relationship between the triadic axes of “Mahdi-Belief” (Cognitive
Dimens@ong, “Mahdi-Support” (Behavioral Dimension), and “Mahdi-Lifestyle” (Lifestyle
Dimension) with foundational communication theories. Adopting a “Mixed-Method
Meta-Analysis” approach, this study monitored and conducted an in-depth content
anal8/5|s on a statistical population comprising 246 scientific articles published in issues 1
to 30 of the Mashreg-e Mouood Quarterly (spanning from 2006 to 2014 / 1385-1393 SH)
Statistical analyses and thematic data mining indicate that although the predominant
focus of the articles was on theoretical foundations, the extraction of components
demonstrates the feasibility of convergence between Mahdist realms and five
communication theories, including “Cultivation,” “Persuasion,” “Uses and
Gratifications,” “Public Diplomacy,” and “Spiritual Communication.” Based on the
extracted data, a new conceptual model was designed to elucidate the distribution and
impact of this triad within the context of communication functions.The model derived
from this meta-analysis, while diagnosing existing trends, provides a standard and
measurable framework for evaluating the impact of the media system on promoting the
Culture of Waiting (Intizar). Furthermore, It can serve as a foundation for research
policymaking in the specialized interdisciplinary field of “Mahdism and
Communication.”

Keywords: Mahdism Doctrine, Meta-Analysis, Mahdi-Belief, Mahdi-Support, Mahdi-
Lifestyle, Communication Theories, Public Diplomacy, Mashreg-e Mouood Quarterly
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